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Harris County Public Library collaborates
with community partners to develop Tomball
Innovation Lab
Tomball, TX August 26th 2019 —Harris County Public Library is excited to
announce plans for a transformative new resource for the Tomball community:
a public Innovation Lab. The Tomball Innovation Lab will be a public Maker
Lab offering advanced technologies and services that will allow area inventors,
artists, entrepreneurs and other creatives to design and produce a wide range
of projects. Anyone from the community who wishes to learn will have experts
on hand to help them build their skills.
Harris County Public Library (HCPL), Lone Star College-Tomball (LSCTomball), and Harris County Precinct 4 began with the idea to provide the
resources that library customers were requesting and HCA-Houston Healthcare
Tomball, Greater Tomball Area Chamber of Commerce, City of Tomball,
Tomball ISD and Tomball Economic Development Corporation quickly joined as
partners to work collaboratively on this initiative.
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The development of the Innovation Lab in the Tomball area will give the
community a new, public venue for creative people of all levels, ages and
backgrounds to come together to collaborate with expert support from the
library. “As new technology arrives, we look at how we can use it to engage the
public. The Innovation Lab will help foster enthusiasm for learning, provide a
hands-on making experience and empower the public to become active
creators and innovators,” said Edward Melton, Harris County Public Library
Director. Precinct 4 Commissioner R. Jack Cagle added that he “expects the
Innovation Lab’s benefits will quickly become apparent to area residents,
educators and businesses.”
The Lab will be developed with community stakeholder input and seeks to
engage partners in this collaborative project. “Partnerships like the one that
produced the Tomball Innovation Lab provide a perfect example of how
governments can partner more efficiently to offer the resources and the
programs our constituents so badly need,” said Commissioner Cagle. “These
partnerships are allowing people to see libraries from a different perspective.
This is a trend for libraries across the country, but HCPL is really taking
advantage of the opportunities to work with community organizations to engage
the public,” says Melton.
The Innovation Lab will be located in the LSC-Tomball Community Library on
the LSC-Tomball campus. It “is a perfect example of why the Lone Star
College-Tomball Community Library partnership is such an asset for the
Tomball community,” says Lone Star College-Tomball President, Dr. Lee Ann
Nutt. “By sharing spaces and resources, HCPL and LSC-Tomball are able to
provide extraordinary experiences to both community members and students.
I’m thrilled we will be able to share these tools and this space with everyone we
serve.”
Starter equipment for the lab will include a 3D printer, CNC machines such as a
laser cutter to help creators fabricate their projects, robotics and coding tools to
develop computational thinking and logic, and Oculus Go virtual reality
headsets to expose and inspire new experiences. As the lab grows, additional
tools will be added, guided by community input.
Tomball residents of all ages, LSC-Tomball students, faculty and staff, TISD
students and teachers will be able to take advantage of the Tomball Innovation
Lab once it is completed. Janna Hoglund, LSC-Tomball Community Library
Director says, “We are so grateful for the input and support we have received

https://mailchi.mp/43919d95543a/harris-county-public-library-invites-visitors-to-explore-new-website-1656605?e=2e9ddb5b5c[8/29/2019 10:08:55 AM]

A new Innovation Lab is developing at LSC-Tomball Community Library

for this exciting new initiative and with continued development with community
partners, we are looking forward to creating a space that is a true community
collaborative.”
The Innovation Lab is scheduled to open early next year.

About HCPL:
The Harris County Public Library (HCPL) mission is to provide information and
resources to enrich lives and strengthen communities through innovative services
within and beyond our walls. The Library has an annual circulation of over 10 million
items and is a network of 26 community-focused branch libraries is committed to
providing excellent customer service, strong collections, and cutting-edge information
technology for the 21st Century. Reference assistance is available in person, by
phone, by email, and "virtually". HCPL is your pathway to knowledge and keeps our
patrons in the know. Visit www.hcpl.net for branch location and hours.
About Lone Star College-Tomball:
Lone Star College-Tomball, the third of the seven Lone Star Colleges, serves
thousands of students via three locations, LSC-Tomball main campus, the LSCTomball Health Science Building and LSC-Creekside Center, an LSC-Tomball
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satellite center located in the Creekside area of The Woodlands. LSC-Tomball
students can earn Associate of Arts, Associate of Science or Associate of Applied
Science degrees, complete their general education courses for transfer to a four-year
college or university, or earn workforce certificates in a variety of areas that lead to
high-demand jobs. Learn more at www.LoneStar.edu/Tomball

About Precinct 4:
Precinct 4 is one of four precincts located in Harris County, Texas, and boasts a
population of more than 1.2 million people. With a population of 4.3 million, Harris
County is the largest county in Texas and the third-largest in the United States. It
encompasses the Houston area, the largest city in Texas and fourth-largest city in
the nation. With an area of more than 390 square miles — 3,800 acres of which is
conveniently located parkland — Harris County Precinct 4 has plenty to explore and
scores of ‘gems’ to find!

Copyright © 2019 Harris County Public Library, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

https://mailchi.mp/43919d95543a/harris-county-public-library-invites-visitors-to-explore-new-website-1656605?e=2e9ddb5b5c[8/29/2019 10:08:55 AM]

